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in the following manner :
A __
The theory of continued fractions received its development in the eighteenth century with Euler,*-who introduced the name /radio continua (the German term Kettenbruch has been used only since the beginning of the nineteenth century). He devoted his attention chiefly to the reduction of continued fractions to the form of infinite products and series, and doubtless in this way was led to the attempt to give the convergents independent form, that is to discover a general law by means of which it would be possible to calculate any required convergent without first obtaining the preceding ones. Although Euler did not succeed in discovering such a law, he created an algorism of some value. This, however, did not bring him essentially nearer the goal because, in spite of the example of Cramer, he neglected to make use of determinants and thus to identify himself the more closely with the pure theory of combinations. From this latter point of view the problem was attacked by Hindenburg and his pupils Burckhardt and Rothe. Still, those who proceed from the theory of combinations alone know continued fractions only from one side ; the method of independent presentation allows
* Cantor, III., p. 670.